
In 2000, Alabama State University moved the house on a flatbed truck from 1524 St. John Street, 
several blocks away, to 1333 South Hall Street.  This location placed the Nat King Cole house in the 
University’s cultural district, next to the one-time First Baptist Church parsonage home, occupied 
during the 1950s by civil rights icon, ASU graduate and pastor, Rev. Ralph Abernathy.  The front porch 
and other features added to the house over time were not moved to the new location. John 
Chambliss of Brown and Chambliss Architect worked on the house renovation plan.   In 2007, State 
Representative Alvin Holmes spearheaded an initiative to refurbish the structure at a cost of 
$200,000.$200,000.  In 2009, ASU Chief Operating Officer John Knight announced the University’s intent to 
make the house a major tourist attraction.  

Built circa 1900, the 1,200 square foot-four room Nat King Cole home is a one-story frame 
high-hipped roof house with a shallow projecting rectangular front bay and a front gable, Southside 
projecting bay, brick interior chimney, rear shed, and diamond shaped asphalt shingled roof.  The 
house has a brick pier foundation with a concrete block infill, an attached shed porch on replaced 
steel supports, concrete block porch foundation, with a concrete slab floor.  Several four over 
four-sash windows are set among a large single pane window by front door shrub.  The mailbox and 
rosebush in front yard makes the house typical for Black lower middle class families in Montgomery 
during the turn of the twentieth century.during the turn of the twentieth century.





Cole’s inclination for music began early as he learned to play piano and organ from his mother, who played the 
piano and directed the choir at her husband’s church.  Cole himself began playing the piano and organ at his 
father’s Chicago church when he was about five years old.  The young virtuoso began formal training as a pianist 
and achieved notoriety as a musician in city.  A young Cole played in the high school band when he was only nine 
years old.  During this period, against his father’s wishes Nat became interested in jazz music.  In Chicago, Cole 
was exposed to well-known jazz musicians, including Louis Armstrong. 

ColeCole began playing with one of the many small jazz bands in Chicago.  At the age of fifteen he formed his own 
band called the “Rogues of Rhythm.”  Afterwards Cole dropped out of high school to pursue a career as a full time 
jazz musician.  In the “Windy City” the piano player became known as a teenage jazz prodigy.  In 1937, when Cole 
was only sixteen-years-old, he left Chicago and toured as a piano player with Eubie Blake’s play Shuffle Along.  At 
this point, the eighteen-year-old dropped the “s” from his last name and became known as Nat Cole.

By the late 1930s, Cole’s career as a jazz musician centered in Los Angeles, California where he became known as Nat 
“King” Cole.  In 1938, the up-and-coming entertainer formed the King Cole Trio.  This band emerged as an overnight 
sensation, and in 1943 the group’s fame earned them a music contract with Capitol Records.  The King Cole Trio 
produced a series of record hits, including his first mainstream vocal hit “Straighten Up and Fly Right.”

InIn addition to jazz music, in the 1940s, Cole began to attract considerable attention for his ballads, some of which 
became national best sellers.  They included “(I Love You) For Sentimental Reasons,” “The Christmas Song (Merry 
Christmas to You),” “Nature Boy,” and Sweet Lorraine.” By the 1950s, Cole achieved renown as a singer with his number 
one hit “Mona Lisa,” and “Unforgettable,” a song his daughter Natalie Cole would rerelease as a duet twenty-five years 
after her father’s death. 

TheThe 1950s and the 1960s, witnessed Cole’s further transformation from jazz to mainstream music.  The now 
accomplished musician recorded with leading orchestrators, including American arranger and composer Nelson 
Riddle.  Cole’s hits during this period included his rendition of the country tune “Rambling Rose,” and “Those 
Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer.”  Nat King Cole’s last highly popular releases, “I Don’t Want to Hurt Anymore” and “I 
Don’t Want to See Tomorrow” came in 1964, the year before his death. 

Nat King Cole became the first 
African-American to host a nationwide 
television variety show in 1956.  The show 
featured both black and white guests and 
lasted from 1956-1957.  Although ratings 
for the show demonstrated wide popularity, 
corporate sponsors were afraid that 
running ads on the show would hurt their running ads on the show would hurt their 
sales to American Whites.
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